BrightStars Interim Star Rating Renewal Application for 2-Star Family Child Care

Br?ght%ta_rs

Recognizing, Improving, Connecting
Quality Care & Learning

Congratulations! By choosing to participate in BrightStars, you are demonstrating a commitment to quality care
and learning for young children. The BrightStars Interim Star Rating Renewal Application for 2-Star Family Child
Care was developed in response to the COVID-19 pandemic to streamline quality improvement processes. The
following document, though simplified, does not reflect any change in the BrightStars Standards. Rather, the
BrightStars Interim Star Rating Renewal Application for 2-Star Family Child Care serves as a method for data
collection on the state of quality in Rhode Island’s childcare system. BrightStars reserves the right to return to its
full application and processes when deemed appropriate by state partners. Regardless, BrightStars is committed
to supporting you through the star rating application process. For questions or support in completing this
document, please reach out to your assigned BrightStars Navigator, email info@riaeyc.org, or call (401) 739-6100.

General Instructions

Please complete all fillable forms in full before submitting your application to BrightStars. The sections shaded in
gray indicate no need to submit additional documentation. Detailed instructions are included. Please read these
carefully.

BrightStars assesses program quality by two methods: document review and observation. Both methods of
assessment have been modified to accommodate the restrictions of the COVID-19 pandemic. For each standard,
the required documentation to achieve each level is noted.

BrightStars has entered a data sharing agreement with the Department of Human Services to obtain current
licensing statuses of BrightStars programs, including publicly available monitoring reports. No additional
documentation related to DHS Licensing is required for this application.

For programs with multiple locations, each licensed site must apply individually. Programs cannot submit one
application for multiple sites/locations.

This application is intended to be used in conjunction with the BrightStars Family Child Care Quality Framework.
Application Submission

In an effort to maintain social distancing, electronic submission of complete applications is preferred. Applications
may be emailed directly to your program’s BrightStars Navigator or to info@riaeyc.org.

Alternatively, this application may be printed after completing the fillable forms and mailed, faxed, or hand-
delivered by appointment to:

Rhode Island Association for the Education of Young Children
501 Centerville Road, Suite 202
Warwick, Rl 02886

Fax: (401) 739-6101

This application was created for BrightStars programs that were due to renew their participation
1/1/2020-3/31/2021. For questions or support in completing this document, please reach out to your assigned
BrightStars Navigator, email info@riaeyc.org, or call (401) 739-6100.
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BrightStars Interim Star Rating Renewal Application for 2-Star Family Child Care

Program Overview

Program Name:

Provider Name (full legal name as it
appears on your license):

DHS Provider ID (top right corner of
your license):

License Type:

Program Physical address:
Has any of this information changed in the past 3 years?

Program Mailing address:
Has any of this information changed in the past 3 years?

Phone Number:

Email address:

Do you offer weekend care? YES NO
Do you offer evening care? YES NO
Are you open in summer? YES NO
Preferred method of communication PHONE Y ] MAIL
Preferred contact language |:| ENGLISH |:| SPANISH | OTHER
Does this program accept DHS CCAP? |:| YES |:| NO
Open Close
Hours of Operation:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Capacity and Enroliment (enter a number in each box):
Licensed Current # of current enrollment
Age Group Do you serve? Capacity Enrollment receiving DHS CCAP

Infants (birth-18 months)

Toddlers (18-36 months)

Preschool (36 months-K entry)

School-Age (out-of-school care)




BrightStars Interim Star Rating Renewal Application for 2-Star Family Child Care

Standard One: Learning Environment

Summary of Requirements:

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 | Level 4 Level 5
Programis licensed | Program is compliant with Program is compliant with all DHS licensing
by DHS. all DHS licensing and COVID- and COVID-19 emergency regulations.
19
emergency regulations. Provider completes relevant Learning Environment
Training.
Provider completes relevant
Learning Environment Program participates in Virtual ERS Process. For more
Training information about the Virtual ERS Process, please
contact your BrightStars Navigator.

Required Documentation: Copy of relevant Learning Environment Training (LET)

Standards Two: Staff-Child Ratio

Summary of Requirements:

Level 1

Level 2 | Level 3

| Level 4 | Level 5

by DHS.

Program is licensed

Program is compliant with all DHS licensing and COVID-19 emergency regulations.

Program communicates minimum staff-child ratio to parents.

BrightStars will use information obtained from DHS full Monitoring Visits or BrightStars COVID Review Visits to
collect information pertaining to ratio and group size requirements. To receive credit, programs must be in full
compliance with all DHS Child Care Licensing requirements, and visits must have been conducted after June 1,
2020. This replaces the need for an additional on-site observation to confirm ratio and group size compliance.

Required Documentation: No additional documentation is required for programs applying for 2-Stars.

Standard Three: Educator Qualifications

Summary of Requirements:

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3 | Level 4 | Level 5

Program is licensed
by DHS.

Program is compliant with all DHS licensing
and COVID-19 emergency regulations.

Provider has a written Individual Professional
Development Plan (IPDP) aligned with RI’s

Workforce Knowledge and Competencies

For more information about obtaining Level 3 or
higher in Standard 3: Educator Qualifications, please
contact your BrightStars Navigator or refer to the
BrightStars Framework.

Required Documentation: Please submit Individual Professional Development Plan

This application was created for BrightStars programs that were due to renew their participation
1/1/2020-3/31/2021. For questions or support in completing this document, please reach out to your assigned
BrightStars Navigator, email info@riaeyc.org, or call (401) 739-6100.
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Standard Four: Continuous Quality Improvement

Summary of Requirements:

Level 1 Level 2 and Level 3 Level 4 | Level 5

Programis licensed | Program is compliant with all | For more information about obtaining Level 3 or

by DHS. DHS licensing and COVID-19 higher in Standard 4: Continuous Quality
emergency regulations. Improvement, please contact your BrightStars

Navigator or refer to the BrightStars Framework.
Complete the self-
assessment form below.

A Program Self-Assessment is a comprehensive evaluation of the program’s strengths and weaknesses as observed
by those working within or in partnership with the program. The self-assessment involves gathering information
about different aspects of the program’s environment and practice. To complete this form, your program will
need to identify 2 sources of evidence. Common examples of sources are listed below.

e DHS Monitoring Report e Board Survey Results

e Child Assessment Information e  LISC Self-Assessment Tool

e  Family Survey Results e  Formal ERS Observation Results
e Staff Professional Development Plans e Informal ERS Self-Assessment

Required documentation:

What is your first source of evidence?

What did that evidence tell you?

How will you use this information to improve the quality of your program?

What is your second source of evidence?

What did that evidence tell you?

How will you use this information to improve the quality of your program?

This application was created for BrightStars programs that were due to renew their participation
1/1/2020-3/31/2021. For questions or support in completing this document, please reach out to your assigned
BrightStars Navigator, email info@riaeyc.org, or call (401) 739-6100.
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Standard Five : Curriculum

Summary of Requirements:

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 | Level 4 Level 5
Program is licensed | Programis For more information about obtaining Level 3 or higher in
by DHS. compliant with all Standard 5: Curriculum, please contact your BrightStars
DHS licensing and Navigator or refer to the BrightStars Framework.
COVID-19
emergency
regulations.

Required Documentation: No additional documentation is required for programs applying for 2-Stars.

Standard Six: Child Assessment

Summary of Requirements:

Level 1

Level 2 & Level 3

Level 4 Level 5

Program is licensed
by DHS.

Program is compliant with all DHS licensing
and COVID-19 emergency regulations.

For more information about obtaining Level
4 or higher in Standard 6: Child Assessment,
please contact your BrightStars Navigator
or refer to the BrightStars Framework.

Required Documentation:

How do you connect and inform families about Child Outreach and Early Intervention services specifically
during pandemic times?

This application was created for BrightStars programs that were due to renew their participation
1/1/2020-3/31/2021. For questions or support in completing this document, please reach out to your assigned

BrightStars Navigator, email info@riaeyc.org, or call (401) 739-6100.
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Standard Seven : Inclusive Classroom Practices

The program supports the inclusion of children with disabilities and developmental delays.

Summary of Requirements:

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5
Program is licensed | Program is For more information about obtaining Level 3 or higher in
by DHS. compliant with all Standard 7: Inclusive Classroom Practices, please contact
DHS licensing and your BrightStars Navigator or refer to the BrightStars
COVID-19 Framework.
emergency
regulations.

Required Documentation: No additional documentation is required for programs applying for 2-Stars.

Standard Eight: Family Communication &
Involvement

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 | Level 4 | Level 5

Programis licensed | Programis complaint with | For more information about obtaining Level 3 or higher

by DHS. all DHS licensing and in Standard 8: Family Communication and Involvement,
COVID-19 emergency please contact your BrightStars Navigator for more
regulations. information or refer to the BrightStars Framework.

Program completes the
form below and submits a
copy of their Family
Handbook to BrightStars.

Required Documentation:
How do you stay engaged and communicate with families during the COVID-19 pandemic?

Required Documentation:
Please submit a copy of your Family Handbook (required by DHS licensing) to BrightStars for review of family
communication requirements.

This application was created for BrightStars programs that were due to renew their participation
1/1/2020-3/31/2021. For questions or support in completing this document, please reach out to your assigned
BrightStars Navigator, email info@riaeyc.org, or call (401) 739-6100.
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Checklist and Signature

| acknowledge that it is my responsibility to submit copies of the following documentation along with this
completed application as requested by BrightStars:

Standard 1: Copy of relevant Learning Environment Training certificate

Standard 4: Completed Individual Professional Development Plan

Standard 10: A copy of your program’s Family Handbook

By signing this BrightStars application, | verify/agree to the following (please check all):

I have read Information and Policies for the BrightStars Quality Rating and Improvement System. | understand
and will adhere to all policies contained within.

All of the information contained in this application is accurate and true.
I will post my BrightStars rating certificate in my program in a place highly visible to families/the public.

I understand BrightStars Confidentiality Policy: A program’s star rating, the level achieved for each BrightStars
standard, and other basic program information (address, phone number, ages served, etc.) will be made available
on the BrightStars or DHS hosted websites. Information submitted as part of your BrightStars application will be
shared within the state data system with state agency partners, including the Rl Department of Human Services
(DHS), the RI Department of Education (RIDE), the RI Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF), the RI
Department of Health (DOH), and The Center for Early Learning Professionals (CELP) at an aggregate level for the
purposes of data reporting. Identifiable and specific information about your program may be shared with state
agency representatives for the purposes of record keeping, data analysis and program assessment in a situation
where a program applies for RIDE Comprehensive Early Childhood Education (CECE) Approval. Identifying
information may be shared with others only with your specific, signed permission.

BrightStars participation is required for programs participating in the Department of Human Services (DHS) Child
Care Assistance Program (CCAP) and ending your participation in BrightStars will be communicated to DHS. The
Department of Human Services has access to all data gathered and stored by BrightStars.

| understand that BrightStars will use information obtained from DHS full Monitoring Visits or BrightStars COVID
Review Visits to collect information pertaining to ratio and group size requirements.

I will notify BrightStars in writing within 10 days of a change to my program’s license status.

Signature Date

Printed Name and Title

This application was created for BrightStars programs that were due to renew their participation

1/1/2020-3/31/2021. For questions or support in completing this document, please reach out to your assigned
BrightStars Navigator, email info@riaeyc.org, or call (401) 739-6100.
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